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claim ; Harcourt concentrated on Local Option as the most urgent
of Liberal and social reforms.
The electors were mystified and confused, and dissensions among
the Liberal leaders which had hitherto only been whispered became
common talk. The Welsh Church Bill turned the clergy, and Local
Option the brewers into active campaigners against the late Govern-
ment. If there was not a " beer and Bible " combination, as the
Liberals asserted, the two forces worked formidably on parallel lines
to the same end. In spite of the ovation which his constituents had
given him in the previous year, Harcourt's zeal for local option cost
Mm Ms seat at Derby, and he had to find his footing in the new
Parliament as member for South Monmouthshire. The same fate
befell Morley at Newcastle, and he returned later as member for the
Scottish borough of Montrose. The " Celtic fringes" thus became
the refuge of the most eminent Liberals.
On the other side the imperialist tide was running strongly, and
in this the gold discoveries in the Transvaal and the fever of specula-
tion wMch had followed it played a considerable part. To prevent
the " little-Englanders" from destroying tMs new Imperial wealth,
and to place in power men who could be trusted to uphold the prestige
and interests of the Empire were said to be patriotic necessities.
London, the " heart of the Empire," swung violently against the
Liberal party ; large numbers of the English seemed to be bored
and exhausted by the reforming zeal of earnest Liberals and Non-
conformists, and to be looking eagerly for expansion and adventure.
Outwardly the Liberal leaders kept the stoic demeanour expected
of politicians in defeat and announced their intention of continuing
inflexibly on the same course as before. But the scene behind the
scenes was one of confusion and bitterness wMch was barely saved
from becoming open scandal. Rosebery intimated that he would
have no further official dealings with Harcourt, and for the next
eighteen months, until he formally resigned Ms leadersMp, com-
munications between the two men had to be through tMrd parties.
There were many who said in these days that between its internal
dissensions and its unpopularity in the country, the Liberal party was
broken beyond repair. It was nevertheless true that the enormous
change which had substituted a Unionist majority of 152 for a Liberal
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